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Town/City: |= Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 


Photograph South Eastham 


Fan 


Address: 50 Dyer Prince Road 
Historic Name: Seth K. Smith House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1801, ca. 1820, ca. 1885 
Source: censuses, deeds, historic maps 
Style/Form: Federal/Cape Cod 
Architect/Builder: unknown 
Exterior Material: 


View from SW. Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Locus Map (north at top) Rootsaeselinals 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Garage (attached), mid-20" c. 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Shed dormer added, early 20" c. 
Garage added, mid-20" c. 


Condition: good 

Moved: no] yesL] Date: 

Acreage: 0.50 

Setting: The property is located on a historic road among 
other 18"- and 19"-century houses. More recently, large 
lots have been subdivided with the addition of mid-20th- 


century dwellings. 


Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer 
Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 


Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Seth K Smith House is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling that appears to have been built in three sections over 
the course of the 19'" century. The center section looks to have been erected in the first stage, probably by Nehemiah Smith and 
Mary Knowles around the time they were married in 1801. It had a side-lobby or half-cape plan fronted by the current entrance 
and two windows on the east with a brick chimney positioned behind the entry for fireplaces in front and rear rooms. The second 
section, with two windows on the front, was added to the westerly end of the house probably before Nehemiah Smith died in 
1820. The wing now linking the house to a mid-20"-century two-car garage may have been a kitchen added at this time. The 
two-bay section at the easterly end of the house was the third to be built, probably after the property was sold by the Smith 
family in 1884. Each section has 9-over-6 window sash including those on the ends. The entrance is bumped out in a shallow 
vestibule covered by an extension of the roof; this may have been done when the eaves of the gable were extended on the front, 
back at the time of the construction of the last section; the eaves on the westerly end of the house are tight to the wall in the 
fashion of the early 1800s. Later, probably sometime in the first half of the 20"" century, shed dormers added front and rear. The 
garage was constructed still later, and it is linked to the house by a hyphen fronted by a modern door and window pair. The 
hyphen also had a chimney in the rear as if it contained a stove and suggesting that it originated as a kitchen space added much 
earlier. A complete interior inspection of construction features is needed to confirm the speculation based only on exterior 
appearances. 


The house is sited close to the property’s long road frontage setback behind a small yard and driveway leading to the garage. 
The rear lot line doglegs deeper into the woods behind the house following an irregular line probably following a small water 
course. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

The deed history of this property is limited as was often the case with land transferred within a family. Not until 1880 is there the 
first indication of the house at 50 Dyer Prince Road on town maps. It was associated with S. Smith, who was Seth Knowles 
Smith (1805-78), as verified in censuses taken in the neighborhood in 1860, 1865 and 1870. The 1858 map shows a domicile for 
S.K. Smith on the south side of the Eastham town line in Orleans. However, in 1860 the census taker found him living alone in 
this part of Eastham and enumerated him next to the 10 Dyer Prince Road home of Luther Hurd (EAS.179). He worked as a 
laborer and died in 1878, although the 1880 map attached his name to the house. 


The house at 50 Dyer Prince Road appears to have a portion built well before this, likely at the turn of the 19" century, and 
based on the concentration of Seth K. Smith’s family in the neighborhood, it probably was his father Nehemiah Smith’s 
homestead. (His brother Davis Smith lived next door at 60 Dyer Prince Rd.) This is somewhat confirmed in the 1840 census 
when it looks like Seth K. Smith was the male between thirty- and forty-years-old living in a household headed by his widowed 
mother Mary Knowles Smith (1779-1848) in 1840. Seth, his brother Oliver (1803-90), and his sisters Elmira Harding (1806-80), 
Louisa Crosby (1808-80), and Mary Knowles Chapman (1813-99) sold off parts of what appear to be their father’s real property 
in Eastham between 1826 and 1849. Nehemiah Smith (1776-1820) was a master mariner who captained the schooners Polly 
and Albert; the Polly wrecked at Cape Henry, Virginia, on a voyage to Richmond in 1810. On the Albert, Smith sailed between 
Portugal, Virginia and Massachusetts." 


In 1884 Smith’s siblings sold his house and its half-acre lot to Elvira Penniman Mayo of Eastham for $85.2 She was the daughter 
of Daniel and Betsey Penniman of Eastham and married Eastham blacksmith Solomon H. Mayo, the son of Robert and Thankful 


' Brock Jobe et al., Harbor & Home: Furniture of Southeastern Massachusetts, 1710-1850 (Hanover NH: University Press of New England), 

221. 

? Louisa Crosby, Mary Chapman, Oliver Smith, and other heirs of Seth K. Smith, Eastham, to Elvira Mayo, 13 February 1884, BCD 242:521. 

See Barnstable Patriot, 18 March 1884, 2: “Mrs Elvira Mayo of Orleans has bought the homestead formerly owned by the late Seth Smith.” 

George Herbert Walker, “All the Good People of My Boyhood Days Are Gone,” Yarmouth Register, 21 February 1947, 6, from the Cape 

Codder, features the recollection of the Bridge-Dyer Prince Road neighborhood by 94-year-old George Herbert Walker. He called Dyer Prince 
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Mayo, in 1873. She was forty-three years old and had not been married before; Solomon had been married twice. Solomon 
Mayo had been a salt manufacturer in 1865 and was living in this neighborhood since at least 1865. The order of the census 
suggests that the Mayos occupied 50 Dyer Prince Road in 1880. Solomon Mayo died in 1883, and his widow appears to have 
remained at 50 Dyer Prince Road until she died, in May 1899.3 


In June 1900 Elvira Penniman Mayo’s siblings sold 50 Dyer Prince Road to Westwood realtor Frank Fisher, who sold it five 
months later to Norton Newcomb Steele Jr. (1876-1915) of Orleans.* Norton N. Steele was the nephew of James B. Steele of 85 
Bridge Street (EAS.169); his father had been a mariner, and he was working as a laborer in 1898 when he married Myra L. 
Lewis, a native of Everett living in Orleans. Norton Steele is not listed in the 1901 Eastham directory, but a newspaper article 
makes clear that he was living in the house by May 1901. He ran a bakery goods cart for Smith Bakery in Orleans, and he and 
his wife had two children, Ralph S. and Abby G. In 1907 Steele took out a mortgage on 50 Dyer Prince Road and had defaulted 
on it in 1914; three years later the property was sold to Angie Knowles of Eastham for $500.° A Concord, New Hampshire, 
native, Angeline C. Greenough Knowles married Henry Ellsworth Knowles, son of Freeman E. and Nettie F. Knowles of 
Eastham, by 1908. In the early 1910s he worked as a surfman at the United States Life Saving Service stations at Cuttyhunk in 
the Elizabeth Islands and later at Orleans, and by 1920 he was working as a carpenter. The couple lived at 50 Dyer Prince Road 
with their seven children—Harold E., Walter M., Florence A., Stanley F. Evelyn B., Carlton G., and Beryl M—born between 1909 
and 1919. Tax records for 1926 show Angie Knowles with a house valued at $800 on a half acre, a barn, and a poultry house 
(but no fowl). But two years later she too defaulted on a mortgage she had taken out in 1922 with Thomas A. Smith of Orleans. 
Smith sold the property to Mary E. Fullerton in March 1929.° 


Mary E. Fullerton was the wife of laborer and shell fisherman Clarence Rufus Fullerton (1896-1965), a native of Winthrop. He is 
listed as living off Bridge Road in the 1929 Eastham directory, and the 1930 census lists him on a “side road” with his wife and 
their four-year-old son Clarence Jr. They lived in Eastham until at least 1936, and Clarence Fullerton remarried there in 1936. By 
1940 he was working as a clam digger in Scarborough, Maine, and by 1942 he was unemployed and living in East Boston. In 
January 1940 he sold 50 Dyer Prince Road to Reginald Frederick Raddin and Samuel Foster Shiverick Ireland.’ Raddin was 
from Chelsea and worked there as a dentist; Ireland managed Oscar C. Nickerson’s coal and lumber business in Orleans and 
was from Harwich. In 1940 the Raddins and the Fosters had the property registered, but how long they owned it is unclear from 
certificates of title. By 1961 50 Dyer Road had been acquired by Robert E. and Teresa A. Collins, who deeded it in 1992 to 
Faythe Collins, who also occupied the property. Faythe Collins sold the property later that same year to Muriel M. Lightfoot, who 
owned it until she died. The owner of record in 2020, Philip Rogers of Chelsea, acquired 50 Dyer Prince Road in 2014 from the 
representative of Lightfoot’s estate.® 


Road, as some deeds also do, Lamp Black Lane, and noted that after turning the corner past the Luther Hurd house was the home of Seth 
Smith, “an old man that lived all alone.” 

3 See death record and “Orleans,” Yarmouth Register, 20 May 1899, 8, which notes Mayo had died at the Bridge Street home of James B. and 
Lena S. Steele, “where, not feeling very well, she had gone to spend the night.” 

4 Edward Penniman, James Penniman, and George Penniman, Eastham; Daniel Penniman, New Harbor ME; Charles Penniman, Franklin NH; 
Maria Sanborn, Lakeport NH; and Silas Penniman, Pemaquid, ME, to Frank Fisher, Westwood, June 1900, BCD 246:32; Frank Fisher, 
Westwood, to Norton N. Steele Jr., Orleans, 7 November 1900, BCD 249:36. 

5 Norton N. Steele to Alexander T. Newcomb, Orleans, 13 February 1907, BCD 281:196 (mortgage deed); “Mortgage Sale of Real Este,” 
Yarmouth Register, 19 May 1917, 4; James B. Steele, attorney for Martha E. Cullum (mortgage assignee), New York State, to Angie Knowles, 
5 June 1917, BCD 353:261. 

§ “Mortgagee’s Sale of Real Estate,” Hyannis Patriot, 27 September 1928, 10; Angie Knowles to Thomas A. Smith, 13 December 1928, BCD 
460:372 and 460:375; Thomas A. Smith, Orleans, to Mary E. Fullerton, 1 March 1929, BCD 464:63. 

7 Clarence R. Fullerton to Reginald F. Raddin and Samuel F. Ireland, 6 January 1940, BCD 563:443. 

8 Commonwealth of Massachusetts Land Court in re: petition 17486 Reginald F. Raddin et al, 31 October 1940, Certificate 5639; Robert E. 
and Teresa E. Collins to Robert E. and Teresa E. Collins, 5 June 1961, Certificate 26879; Robert E. and Teresa E. Collins, Dyer Prince Road, 
to Faythe Collins, 50 Dyer Prince Road, May 1992, Certificate 128107; Faythe Collins, 50 Dyer Prince Road, to Muriel M. Lightfoot, 50 Dyer 
Prince Road, 23 November 1992, Certificate 128492; Sarah C. Lightfoot, representative estate Muriel M. Lightfoot by power of sale under will 
of same, to Philip Rogers, Chelsea, 13 May 2014, Certificate of Title 203475. The 50 Dyer Prince Road house and parcel are shown on “Plan 
of Land in Eastham,” February 1940, Land Court Plan 17486-A; the lot is Parcel 2 on “Subdivision Plan of Land in Eastham,” June 1958, LCP 
19418-B. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from west. 


View from SE. 
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